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In 1869 the French cycle maker "Michaux" built
 the first motorised cycle by fitting a steam
engine to a bicycle. It was not until 1885 that
the forerunner of the modern motorcycle was

produced by Gottleib Daimler; it had a wooden
frame, iron tyres and a 4 stroke engine.

The great days of motorcycles were  in the
1940's, which saw such legendary names as

Harley Davidson, Brough Superior, Triumph and
BMW. Many great names were to disappear in the

60's and 70's when the Japanese manufacturers
led by Honda, introduced lightweight, high

performance bikes.

Todays modern machines combine state of the art
design and engineering techniques to provide massive
speed and power to weight ratio. An example is the

Kawasaki R1100 with its 600cc  engine, which can
reach a top speed of 282 km/h (175mph.).
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